
fragment of Joe Moffat’s cricket bat, evidence of
John Cleaver’s record collection, plenty of dead
spiders and some non-legal tender. All of this
reminds us how much life has been lived in our
church, even since its re-opening in the 1970s,
and how well used the church building is.  
I write overleaf on the notion of ‘exile’, but here I
ponder the future with a significantly improved
church building. To close the church for its
expansion in an age when churches are more
likely to close for good is a rare treat, but to do so
blindly is a lost opportunity. Why did we do this at
all? I suppose this is where you come in, dear
reader. 
I have always been clear that this is your church
not mine. My task is keeping it open and walking
beside you, but it is your church. What do you
want from it, from me, from us? For my part, I
want St Mary with St Alban to be the beating
heart of Christ in Teddington and for it to
welcome all-comers, regardless of label or
identity. What I want most of all is to meet your
needs in the name of Jesus Christ - so please
share your thoughts and hopes with me. I will
listen to all suggestions. 

As I write, I conclude a
week which has seen the
church readied to be
closed for a couple of
months. Spaces that have
remained undisturbed
seemingly since the time of
Jesus have been cleared
out.  Relics have been
discovered, including a

Vicar’s Viewpoint September 2026

S T  M A R Y  W I T H  S T  A L B A N

The Heart of Christ in the Heart of Teddington

Teddington Parish
S T  M A R Y  W I T H  S T  A L B A N



her faith in many ways. Her sustained
commitment to editing and proof-reading this
newsletter is just one aspect of her huge
contribution to the church and wider
community. Sue, alongside her husband Peter,
formed part of the marriage preparation team,
and hosted various study groups.
Sue’s enquiring and analytical mind, as well as
her deep faith, meant that her contribution to all
she did, from the First Wednesday Group to
masterminding the Church Reader’s Rota, was
deeply valued by those around her. One of the
biggest tasks she undertook was much of the
research for the Church Recording Group and
compilation of the Church History. This is a
lasting legacy of her work with the team. She
will be greatly missed.                        Jo O’Hagan

Sue Stevens
‘What are you hoping to achieve?’ I asked my
three great-nieces and younger son as they
hurried to finish a lagoon they’d been building
on the beach at Bude. Their reply came
instantly: ‘World peace!’ We all laughed, but
their answer stayed with me.
Many of our young people long for the same
things: peace, purpose, stability, and
somewhere safe to explore life’s big
questions. The opportunity to encounter God’s
love and to come to know Jesus is one of the
greatest gifts we can offer. And a Christ-
centred, love-centred way of life remains one
of the most powerful contributions we can
make to a more peaceful world.
As we look towards the new academic year,
we are excited about the next chapter of our
children’s and youth ministry. A new PCC
group for children, young people and families
will meet in September to develop practical
next steps, beginning with new youth
provision.
If you would like to be involved, whether
practically, behind the scenes, or through
prayer, we would love to hear from you. No
experience is needed, just enthusiasm and a
desire to help our young people flourish. 

  Rev. Joy

working for  world peace?
Sue Stevens was a
faithful servant of
Teddington Parish for
many years until her
death in April. She
was a long-time
member of the church
and PCC who shared 

14 June:    Rupert
28 June:    Archie
12 July:      Penelope
19 July:      Henrietta and Esme
2 August:   Alfred

Parish Registers

FUNERALS: we remember with thanksgiving:

BAPTISMS: we welcome into Christ’s Church:

9 June:       Ann Farenden (84)
11 June:     Peter Barnes (84)
17 June:     Malcolm Warner (74)
7 July:         Meryl Morpurgo (81)
8 July:         Pamela Kemp (96)
16 July:       Ray Barton (90)
24 July:       Bryan Whalley (95)
5 August:    Basil Hoare (99)
5 August:    Martin Simons (79)

Exile of the Parish
‘Exile’ may seem like an excessive term for a
parish community which has ‘moved down the
road for a while’, but I have been very deliberate
in my use of it. Definitions will include words like
‘banishment’, ‘removal’ or ‘wandering’. We cannot
use our building - so we have wandered to
another place in our banishment. 
In a recent sermon I eluded to the common view
that a church isn’t a building but a group of
people, and this is true. It is, however, a group of
people who see that building as a kind of home, a
safe space, a repository of memory and spiritual
experience. Parish communities very much
identify themselves through their physical
building. It is the same for any home - it is the
place we go to when all else is done. 
Our exile is a tiny glimpse into the exile of
countless others these days. Those whose
homes are taken, destroyed, rendered unsafe -
they are on the move. Our own welcome to them
is often questionable, we note their difference
before we note our common humanity. I hope in
our own little exile we will learn something of the
life-experience of millions - that while ‘home’ is in
the heart, ‘place' is also where we take root and
thrive.                                                              Fr. David 

Harvest Donations 2026

This Harvest, St Mary with St Alban will
be supporting London homelessness
charity, SPEAR. 
SPEAR use food for a variety of client
groups so anything would be welcome,
however a key need is emergency food
packs for those who are rough sleeping.
For these packs, tinned foods like meat,
fish and fruit (with ring pulls), and items
that can be eaten cold like cereal bars
and juice boxes are best, as well as Pot
Noodles which rough sleepers can often
make using hot water from cafés.
For those SPEAR support in hostels and
accommodation, tea, coffee, sugar,
tinned vegetables, soups, cook in sauces,
along with the items above would be put
straight to use.  
Many thanks for the support.

Bruce Warman, Senior Fundraiser
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