
June 2026: Celebrating Community

Vicar’s Viewpoint
In community, we enable one
another. At least, that’s how it
should be when community
works well. Community shapes
us. At its best, it empowers,
strengthens and emboldens;
helping us discover gifts we
might not see alone. It’s about 

symbiosis; we can be “bigger together” than the sum
of all our individual parts.
But we can also diminish one another. Ill‑chosen
words or hurtful actions can wound deeply, causing
us to question our place, or even our worth.
Community carries power and responsibility; it must
be treasured, yet handled with gentleness and care.
None of us lives in isolation. Whether we meet in
person or online, the support and perspectives of
others are essential to our well‑being. This is a truth
whatever our age, background, identity, or culture.
St Mary with St Alban’s, is a parish church for all –
those who come through the doors and those who do
not. And for anyone who chooses to engage, we hope
to be a welcoming, nurturing community. So why not,
come explore, find safe haven, learn about faith,
participate in dialogue, offer your perspectives, ask
questions.
Each of us has gifts and callings that are precious.
Soon we will be continuing with plans to put in place
new ministry for our youth, alongside opportunities
already offered to those bringing the wisdom of longer
life experience. Be curious; get involved.
I’ve heard it said that we are all “just walking each
other home.” Let’s join together in fellowship to do so,
with kindness and shared wisdom, and in a spirit of
mutuality and love.
                                                                                Rev. Joy

Would you be interested in Editing this Newsletter?
Please contact the Parish Office.



Children from Playwam Preschool enjoyed a
special visit to the churchyard recently as part
of their curriculum learning about nature,
healthy living, and caring for their local
community. The children planted sunflowers,
wildflowers, and herbs in the Sensory Garden,
learning about how plants grow, the
importance of pollination, and how flowers
and herbs support bees and other wildlife.
They also talked about healthy eating and
where some of our food comes from.
Fr. David was on hand to show the children the
churchyard bee hives and also introduce Sally
Stones, who leads the churchyard gardening
team.
Playwam Preschool has been part of the
Teddington community for over 50 years and
is located in St Mary’s Parish Hall, across the
road from the church. The preschool is
currently accepting registrations for
September 2026: www.playwam.org.uk  

Emma Ghuman, Manager of Playwam

Playwam Get Busy in
the Churchyard

Get ready for this popular annual community
event, organised by your local Rotary with
support from St Mary with St Alban and
Teddington Society. Enjoy entertainment, food,
and stalls from local groups, charities and
businesses, all combining to offer you a relaxed,
family-friendly celebration of the best of local
community life.   John Wilson, Rotary Secretary

Teddington Village Fair: Sunday 5 July
St Mary’s and St Peter’s Primary School is
proud of its long-standing and deeply valued
relationship with St Mary with St Alban Church
—a partnership that has been at the heart of the
Teddington community since the school was
established in 1831.
Over the decades, the church has played a vital
role in school life. Clergy and parish members
have contributed significantly to its
development, and this strong connection
continues today. Rev. Mary Hawes serves as
Chair of Governors, while Fr. David Cloake is an
Ex-officio Governor in his role as Vicar.
Alongside them, Foundation Governors from the
parish give their time and expertise to help
guide the school’s strategic direction.
This relationship extends well beyond
governance. Throughout the year, pupils
regularly visit the Church for key services
including Harvest, Christmas, Easter and
Pentecost. These occasions bring together
children, staff, families and the wider parish
community, creating shared experiences that
are both meaningful and memorable.
The link is equally strong within the school.
Clergy, including Fr. David, Rev. Mary and Rev.
Joy, are familiar and welcome visitors, leading
Collective Worship and supporting Religious
Education, bringing faith to life for pupils.
At the heart of this partnership is a shared
commitment to community—one of the school’s
core values - bringing people together,
supporting one another and nurturing a strong
sense of belonging for all.

Adrian Corke , Headteacher

Strong Community Links

26 April: Jude
3 May: Arlo
10 May: Lily, Frankie
17 May: Oscar, Hugo 

Parish Registers

MARRIAGE
We wish every blessing on:

FUNERALS
We remember with thanksgiving:-

BAPTISMS
We welcome into Christ’s Church:

18 April: Mabel Mann & Edward Chalu

9 April: Frances Kiernan (79)
14 April: Henry Cathcart (72)
15 April: Guy Travers (87)
15 April: Phillipa Lampe (64)
21 April: Michael Hunter (76)
29 April: Audrey Kelly (95) 
6 May: Georgina Russell (92)
14 May: Susan Stevens (82)

Another neighbour, also at the heart of this
community, is the RNLI. Did you know:

Teddington is one of the RNLI’s newest
lifeboat stations, one of the first to cover
a river rather than estuarial waters/sea,
and is one of four stations on the Thames
All of the crew at Teddington RNLI are
volunteers
About thirty men and women are active
crew members
About sixty people volunteer at the
Teddington station
The RNLI is a charity and receives no
government funding
The RNLI lifeboat stations on the
Thames will celebrate 25 years next year

Grace Palmieri, Lifeboat Press Officer

Teddington RNLI Facts
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