
Ascension Day 
14th May 2026 
 

 

THE GATHERING 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN (362) 
1.Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

with angels round the throne; 
ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 

but all their joys are one. 

 

2.Worthy the Lamb that died,’ they cry, 

‘to be exalted thus’; 
‘Worthy the Lamb,’ our lips reply, 

‘for he was slain for us.’ 

3.Jesus is worthy to receive 

honour and power divine; 
and blessings, more than we can give, 

be, Lord, for ever thine. 

 

4.Let all that dwell above the sky, 

and air, and earth, and seas, 
conspire to lift thy glories high, 

and speak thine endless praise. 
 

5.The whole creation joins in one 

to bless the sacred name 
of him that sits upon the throne, 

and to adore the Lamb. 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen 

The Lord be with you. 
All  and also with you. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
All  He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
All  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of 

faith, and make our confession to our heavenly Father. 



All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We are 
truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen 

 Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,   

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE  COLLECT FOR THE WEEK    The Collect is said after a short period of silence 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind 

may also ascend and with him continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
THE  FIRST READING – Acts 2.1-21, read by a member of the congregation 

 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the 

Holy Spirit. 

  

 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 

 

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one  

 Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free— 

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

This is the word of the Lord,  
All    Thanks be to God 



THE  SECOND READING – 1 Corinthians 12.3b–13, read by a member of the congregation 

 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 

activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as 
the Spirit chooses. 

 

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. 

  

 This is the word of the Lord,  

All Thanks be to God 
 

GRADUAL HYMN (223) 

1.All hail the power of Jesu's name; 
let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem 

to crown him, crown him, crown him, 
 

2.Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 
who from his altar call; 

praise him whose way of pain ye trod, 
and crown him Lord of all. 

3.Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, 
ye ransomed of the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, 

and crown him Lord of all. 

 

4.Let every tribe and every tongue 
to him their hearts enthral, 

lift high the universal song 
and crown him Lord of all. 

 

GOSPEL READING - John 7.37–39 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord. Remember, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 



All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing 

there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the 
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the 

believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”’ 39 Now he said this about 
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no 

Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE HOMILY 
  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the 

Father. 
Lord in your mercy  or  Lord, hear us  

All Hear our prayer     Lord, graciously hear us  
 

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints 
in heaven and on earth: grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may ever 

be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves 
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT  

 

THE PEACE 
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. If you love me, 

rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ Alleluia. 

 The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All  and also with you. Alleluia, alleluia 
  

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

 



OFFERTORY HYMN (228) 

1.Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia, 
to his throne above the skies; Alleluia, 

Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia, 
enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia! 

 

2.There for him high triumph waits; 

lift your heads, eternal gates. 
He hath conquered death and sin; 

take the King of Glory in. 

 

3.Lo, the heaven its Lord receives, 

yet he loves the earth he leaves; 
though returning to his throne, 

still he calls mankind his own. 

 4.See, he lifts his hands above; 
 see, he shews the prints of love; 

 hark, his gracious lips bestow 
 blessings on his church below.  

 

 5.Still for us he intercedes, 

 his prevailing death he pleads; 
 near himself prepares our place, 

 he the first-fruits of our race. 

 

 6.Lord, though parted from our sight, 

 far above the starry height, 
 grant our hearts may thither rise, 

 seeking thee above the skies. 

Open the heavens, Lord our God, and send your transforming Spirit on us 
and on these gifts. May we who are baptized into Christ be ready to share his 

cup of suffering and strengthened to serve him for ever. 
All Amen 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you.    

 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to 
give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ 

the King of glory. Born of a woman, he came to the rescue of our human 

race. Dying for us, he trampled death and conquered sin. By the glory of his 
resurrection he opened the way to life eternal and by his ascension, gave us 

the sure hope that where he is we may also be. 
 

Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy 

and with choirs of angels we sing for ever to your praise: 
 



All  Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!  

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!  
 

Or, if said: 
All  Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, in the 
highest! 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will,  these gifts of bread 

and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 

thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave 
it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All  Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life: Lord Jesus, 

come in glory. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to 

stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all 

who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Alban the Martyr and all the saints, may praise and 

glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
All  Amen 

  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Being made one by the power of the Spirit, and as our Saviour taught us, so 

we pray: 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 
bread. 

 

AGNUS DEI  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God , you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us  

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace.   
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be 

healed 

 

 Everyone is welcome to come forward for the Eucharist or a blessing.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God our Father, you have raised our humanity in Christ and have fed us with 

the bread of heaven: mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual 
blessings, we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 
 

All  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of 

your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to 
be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen 
 The Notices are given 



 
SENDING OUT 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN (589) 
1.Angel-voices ever singing 
round thy throne of light, 

angel-harps for ever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 

thousands only live to bless thee 
and confess thee 

Lord of might. 

 

2.Thou who art beyond the farthest 

mortal eye can scan, 

can it be that thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 

Can we know that thou art near us, 
and wilt hear us? 

Yea, we can. 
 

3.Yea, we know that thou rejoicest 
o'er each work of thine; 

thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for thy praise design; 

craftsman's art and music's measure 
for thy pleasure 

all combine. 

 

4.In thy house, great God, we offer 

of thine own to thee; 

and for thine acceptance proffer 
all unworthily 

hearts and minds and hands and voices 
in our choicest 

psalmody. 

5.Honour, glory, might, and merit 

thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

blessèd Trinity. 
Of the best that thou hast given 

earth and heaven 
render thee. 

 

THE BLESSING 
Christ our ascended King pour upon you the abundance of his gifts and 

bring you to reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 

always. 
All  Amen 

 Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

The ministers and people depart. 
 


