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The Easter Liturgy



THE VIGIL

 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, when 
our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the Church invites 
her children throughout the world to come together in vigil and 
prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember his death 
and resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 
confident that we shall share his victory over death and live with him 
for ever in God.

 As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving 
deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and 
in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us 
pray that through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection 
in each of us the saving work he has begun.

READING
 Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

COLLECT
 Lord God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your people and sent 

your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: free us from the 
tyranny of sin and death and, by the leading of your Spirit, bring us 
to our promised land; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen. 



THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

All go outside in silence

The priest lights the fire and says
 Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 

brightness of your one true light: set us aflame with the fire of your 
love, and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.

The Easter Candle is signed with the cross
 Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and 

Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; to him be glory and 
power, through every age and for ever.

All  Amen.

 By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard and keep 
us.

All  Amen.

The priest then lights the Easter Candle, saying
 May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our 

hearts and minds.

The priest, bearing the Candle, enters the church, followed by the choir
and the congregations, and pauses before the aisle.  The priest raises the 
Candle and sings

 The light of Christ.
All  Thanks be to God.

The procession moves up the aisle and then stops. The versicle and 
response are repeated.
The candles of those around are lit from the Easter Candle and the
procession then moves to the chancel. The versicle and response are 
repeated 

The Easter Candle is then placed in the stand, and while the Exsultet (The
Easter song of praise) is sung all the other candles in the church are lit.  
The people take their places in the pews and remain standing.

3



THE EXSULTET
 Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
 O Universe, dance around God’s throne!
 Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!
 Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation!

 Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 
radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King!

 Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you!
 Darkness vanishes for ever!

 Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory!
 The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 
 Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy.

 The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  It is right to give thanks and praise.

 It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices
 we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God,
 through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
 who has saved us by his death,
 paid the price of Adam’s sin,
 and reconciled us once again to you.

 For this is the Passover feast,
 when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain
 whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful.

 This is the night when you first saved our ancestors,
 freeing Israel from her slavery
 and leading her safely through the sea.

 This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell,
 broke the chains of death
 and rose triumphant from the grave.
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 This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin,
 restored to grace and holiness,
 and share the victory of Christ.

 This is the night that gave us back what we had lost;
 beyond our deepest dreams
 you made even our sin a happy fault.

 Most blessed of all nights!
 Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away,
 lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy.

 Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out,
 peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth
 and all creation reconciled to you.

 Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy
 accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering.
 Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light.
 For Christ the morning star has risen in glory;
 Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us!
 Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world!
 Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever!
All  Amen.

The church lights are turned on, the people extinguish their candles and all 
respond with loud voices to the Easter acclamation:

 Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia

Bells are rung, a great noise is made and a joyful fanfare may be played.
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GLORIA
Stand
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COLLECT
 Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory.
Silence is kept.

 Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of 
your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things 
new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus 
Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity.

All  Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
  Romans 6.3-11

GRADUAL HYMN

GOSPEL READING
 A reading from the Gospel according to N
All  Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

BAPTISM AND THE RENEWAL OF VOWS
If there are candidates for baptism, they gather with the clergy at the
font. The congregation remain standing and turn to face the font. 

 As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we have died 
and been buried with him in baptism. 

Candidates for baptism are asked:

 Do you wish to be baptised?
 I do
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The priest addresses the whole congregation 
 Faith is the gift of God to his people.
 In baptism the Lord is adding to our number
 those whom he is calling.
 People of God, will you welcome these candidates
 and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
All With the help of God, we will.

The priest addresses the congregation and candidates for baptism 

 In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
Therefore I ask:

 Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
All  I reject them. 

 Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
All  I renounce them.

 Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
All  I repent of them.

 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
All  I turn to Christ.

 Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
All  I submit to Christ.

 Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
All  I come to Christ.

The priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each
candidate for baptism, saying
 Christ claims you for his own.
 Receive the sign of his cross.
 Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

All  Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
 against sin, the world and the devil,
 and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

8



 May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,
 restore in you the image of his glory,
 and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.
All  Amen.

The priest blesses the water of baptism:

 Praise God who made heaven and earth,
All  who keeps his promise for ever.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  It is right to give thanks and praise.

 Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ
 was baptised in the river Jordan,
 we thank you for the gift of water
 to cleanse us and revive us.

 We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea
 you led your people out of slavery
 to freedom in the Promised Land.

 We thank you that through the deep waters of death
 you brought your Son,
 and raised him to life in triumph.

 Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it
 may be made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection,
 to be cleansed and delivered from all sin.

The Easter Candle is lowered into the water.
 
 Send your Holy Spirit upon them,
 bring them to new birth in the household of faith
 and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life;
 for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours,
 now and for ever. Amen.
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The president addresses the congregation

 Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.

 Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.

 Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
All  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
All  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.
 Amen.

The priest asks each candidate:

 N, is this your faith?
 This is my faith.

The priest pours water on them, saying

 N, I baptize you
 in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son,
 and of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.
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 May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church,
 pour upon you the riches of his grace,
 that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people
 you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,
 and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.
All  Amen.

A hymn or chant is sung as the waters of baptism are sprinkled over
the people.

 Almighty God,
 we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith
 with all who have been baptised in your name.
 Keep us faithful to our baptism,
 and so make us ready for that day
 when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
All  Amen.

The newly baptised are welcomed:
 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:
 N, by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body.
All  We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
 we are children of the same heavenly Father;
 we welcome you.

GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE 
 God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has given 

us a place with the saints in light. You have received the light of 
Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life. 

All Shine as a light in the world to the glory fo God the Father.

PEACE
Stand 
 The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 

“Peace be with you.” Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia.          (John 20.19, 20) 

 Alleluia. The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. Alleluia.
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 We exchange a sign of peace. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN
The gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

 Lord of life,
 with unabounded joy we offer you our sacrifice of praise. 
 As we are fed with the bread of heaven
 may we know your resurrection power;
 through Christ our risen Lord.
All  Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to 
give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of 
Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful 
works. For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell and restored in men and 
women the image of your glory. He has placed them once more in 
paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. And so, in the 
joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, while 
angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever 
the hymn of your glory:

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Kneel 
 Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us his body and his blood; 

 
 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave 

you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; 
this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 

 In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood 
of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 

 Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your 
kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of 
Christ your Son our Lord. 

 Great is the mystery of faith: 
All  Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 

 Accept through him, our great high priest, 
 this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
 and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
 in the presence of your divine majesty, 
 renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
 and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship 
you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
All   Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ.

All    Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

All     Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
Grant us peace.

GIVING OF COMMUNION
   Alleluia. Christ our passover lamb is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
 God of life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to
 the death of the cross,
 and by his glorious resurrection 
 have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
 grant us so to die daily to sin,
 that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All    Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body 

and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a  
living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen.

HYMN

BLESSING
Remain standing
 The God of peace, who brought again
 from the dead our Lord Jesus,
 that great shepherd of the sheep,
 through the blood of the eterna covenant,
 make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
 working in you that which is pleasing in his sight;
 an the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.

DISMISSAL
 Jesus said to his disciples, “Come and have breakfast” 
             (John 21:12)

 Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Please cross over the road to the Parish Hall for breakfast.
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